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University of Southampton Response 

What impact do publishers’ current policies on pricing and provision of scientific journals, particularly “big deal schemes”, have on libraries and the teaching and research communities they serve?

· Research libraries must provide access to journals for their researchers; the high cost of journals limits access and hence diminishes research progress and productivity 

· Teaching needs are squeezed by the increasing commitment within academic library budgets to inflationary research journal costs. 
· Valuable material in the electronic journals which research libraries can afford may not survive because publishers have limited commitment to long-term digital preservation.

· Copyright restrictions, recently extended under the EU Directive, are limiting further options to copy and disseminate. 
What action should Government, academic institutions and publishers be taking to promote a competitive market in scientific publications?
Libraries, research groups and individual academics are already working together both nationally and internationally to influence the market and promoted new publishing models. These initiatives include:

· Developing institutional archives, where academics can self-archive their journal articles, making them directly available for free over the Internet. 

· Intensive lobbying of publishers to support self-archiving in institutional archives. The best practice of the 55% of journals which already allow some form of self-archiving should be promoted.

· Promoting Open Access Journals, where the costs of production are pegged at cost and are met by author payments per paper published, making them free at the point of use.

· Consortial activity through Funding Council agencies, particularly NESLi2, the National e-journals Initiative, to limit inflationary price increases and improve licence conditions.

There is a great deal of interest in new publishing models, but progress has been relatively slow in terms of market share and impact. Institutions have only limited scope to fund and promote alternative models; meanwhile their costs continue to spiral, and access is further restricted.

The University hopes that the Parliamentary Committee will consider the following actions:

· recommend that those researchers receiving grants for publicly funded research should self-archive their research output in an institutional open-access archive.
· recommend that authors self-archive, and that publishers formally support author self-archiving
· incorporate into publicly funded research contracts a publication grant to cover the costs of institutional archiving and/or author charges for an Open Access journal

· provide funding through bodies such as the Joint Information Systems Committee  for national initiatives in support of open access journals and institutional open-access archives 

· recognise that more effective assessment methods for determining research impact can be achieved by the use of scientiometric analysis at article level in an expanded corpus of open-access, full-text, peer-reviewed literature 
· promote initiatives through the British Library and partners in the EU, such as the Royal Library in the Hague, to ensure that research output in digital form is preserved.

· lobby intensively within the EU for the removal of VAT on e-journals

What are the consequences of increasing numbers of open-access journals, for example for the operation of the Research Assessment Exercise and other selection processes? Should the Government support such a trend and, if so, how? 

Using the new digital scientometric methods mentioned above, the research in open-access articles published in Open Access journals, as well as open-access articles published in conventional journals and self-archived in institutional open-access archives, can be analysed in more depth. This will have a positive impact for the RAE, and other selection processes.

How effectively are the Legal Deposit Libraries making available non-print scientific publications to the research community, and what steps should they be taking in this respect?

Recent changes in legislation on legal deposit for non-print materials offer the opportunity for the Legal Deposit Libraries to broaden their remit in this area.

Their role should be defined as part of a national strategy.
What impact will trends in academic journal publishing have on the risks of scientific fraud and malpractice?

Open access makes research more freely available, but e-documents can be analysed more easily to detect plagiarism. There are no significant additional risks.

